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The purpose of the Community Facilities Element is to identify and provide public faciliies
servicessupportive of futurgearpopulation projections and development patterns envisioned in
the2030Comprehensive Plan. An inventory and analysis dtiexj conditiongor potable

water, sanitary sewer, solid waste managenstorm water managemermolice and fire

protection, emergency medical services, education, parks and recreation, health and social
services, and librariggrovides a benchmafkr evaluating future year impacts. Within the
Community Facilities Element, each of the public facilities and services mentioned above is
treated as a selement in the document. Together, this information serves as the foundation for
thepoliciesthatsupport future developmerin the City of Sumter an8umterCounty.

Community Services are provided in a host of ways by the City of Sumter, Sumter County, the
two school districts and other governmental organizatiorfSome services are provided by both
City and County governments. Other services are shared such as planning and fire protection.
Some facilities are located in only one entity, such as parks and recreation. This element is
design to assess each jurisdiction and their services sepayatediso point out the necessary
cooperation and shared vision.
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Datais collected, analyzed, and portrayed in téabularand graphic formats including a
series of public facility and service maps. Existing conditions are reporteifer2005or
2006 (i.e., best available datglease note this element was prepared by Kimley Horn in)2006

COUNTY COMMUNITY FACILITIES (cF1-cFz7)

Potable Water

Several water utility companies in the county (both public and private) provide potable water
serviceto residents and businesses locateth@ir service area The remainder of the population
use private wells for securing potable water. A brief summatiyeoivater utility companieasnd
privatewells is provided below. More detailed information esichof thewaterutility

companiezan be found in the community facilities element of the comprehensive plan prepared
for the three municipalities in Sumter County.

Water Utility Companies

The City of Sumter provides the most
comprehensivavatersystem in e
county. Othewvaterproviders include
the Town of Pinewoodlown of
Mayesville (operated by the City of
Sumter), Dalzell Water District,
WedgefieldStateburg Water District
(operated by the City of SumteHigh
Hills Rural Water Company (operated
parially by the City of Sumter),
Oswego, and Rembert (operated by the City of Sumter Water TreatmePlant No. 1serves areas of the county
City of Sumter). Shaw Air Force Base ~ "°'thand eastof city limits.
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providespotable wateto onbase facilities; however, it is not allowed by federal law to provide
excess capacity to elfase usesThe stated goalfdhe City of Sumter is to centralize water
supply in the county to better coordinate regional land use, transportation, and infrastructure
decisionmaking processes.

Waterservice provides estimate approximateRs,164households in the county are custys

for one of the eightitilities. In addition, several of the service providers maintain a pasfion

t heir syst e mod swaterwélls, aeatmenuptants) reservo(rs, anddistribution mains
in unincorporated Sumter Countifigure CF1 illustrates the extents of the service area for the
eight water utility companiesind their supporting infrastructure whishlocated outsidef
municipallimits.

Poor soil conditions preclude cesticient expansion of the municipafater systento many

portions of the county. Areas least suitable for expansion lie generally east and south of Sumter
City Limits. The billing differential for
is indicative of the additional cost associated witbvjzling waterinfrastructure in less suitable

areas of the county. County residents pay rates that are double those paid by customers inside
city limits.

County officials report that limiting conditions for extendingterservice to certain portions of
the county will have a significant impact on the type and intensity of development that occurs.

Private Wells

A well conveys potable water from an underground aquifer to the surface. Generally, deeper well
depths lead to better quality and quantitgafundwater. Proper well construction and continued
maintenance are two keys to preserving safe drinking water. National water experts recommend
a minimum 106foot well field protection area (300 feet preferred) fralipotential surface and
undergroundaurces of contamination. County officials should also consider the context of the
larger watershed areehen designating allowable development types and intenisit@sarea

served primarily byrivate wells.

All new private wellsin Sumter Countyeaquire a permit from the South Carolina Department of
Health and Environmental Contrg8C DEHC)prior to construction Minimum criteria are
provided by the Statlr locating private residential and irrigation wells away from existing
potential sourcesfa@ontamination (see South Carolina Well Standards, Regulati@i &dr

more information).The SC DEHGeporsthe average déip for a private residential well in
Sumter Countyanges betweefi0 and300feet, with most less than 100 feet deep

Sanitary Sewer

Municipalities in Sumter County provide sanitary sewer service to residents and businesses in
their service areas. The remainder of the populaserseptic systems for the collection,

treatment, and disposal of sewadebrief summary of municigaand private systems is

provided below. More detailed information on municipal sanitary sewer systems can be found in
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the community facitieselement of the comprehensive plan prepared for each of the individual
municipaliies.

Municipal Sewer Systems

The City of Sumter provides the ntos
comprehensive sewer systenthie
county. Other sewer providers include
the Town of Mayesvilléoperated by
the City of Sumter)Town of
PinewoodandTown of Turbeville
(Clarendon County Shaw Air Force
Base provides sanitary sewer service tGs
on-base facilities; however, it is not ;
allowed by federal law to provide
excess capacity to effase usesThe
City of Sumter estimatespproximately
1,700households in areas of the
unincorporatedounty are customers
for the utility. Other service providers currently do not serve unincorporated areas of the county.
Several srvice providers maintaitéeastaopor t i on t heir systembs i
mains, interceptors, treatmenapts, and pump stations) in unincorporated Sumter County.

Figure CF2 illustrates the extents of the service area for the four municipal sewer systems
operating in Sumter County, and their supporting infrastructure which is located outside of city
limits.

The City of Sumter Wastewater Treatment Pigfdcated in the county
immediately south of city limits.

Poor soil conditions preclude cesticient expansion of the municipal sewer systems to many
portions of the county. Areas least suitablegipansioriie generallyeast and south of Sumter

City Limits. The billing differential for county residentss i ng t he City of Su
is indicative of the additional cost associated with providing sewer infrastructure in less suitable
areas of the county. County residents pay rates that are double those paid by customers inside
city limits.

Courty officials report that limiting conditions for extending municipal sewer servicertain
portions of the county will have a significant impact on the type and intensity of development that

occurs. S ,\~

o

Septic Systems

Septic systems on private property geas the

only method for collection, treatment, and disposa
of raw sewage isomeunincorporate@reas of the
county. These systems typically work very well
with proper siting, design, installation, operation,
and maintenance. However, poor soil coodisi
throughout the county limit the installation of

Example of a septic tank for-fasiilglesidential home
Source: www.t€kietre_for_the_Environmsgettechndioggx.php
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