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Green Infrastructure: Environmental and Natural Resources

Sumterhas a rich abundance of natural resources and environmental features. This broa

category, when combined with heritage, active and passive open spaces, forms our o
AGreen I nfrastructureo or, a related sys%
to: =
Jurisdictional Nonjurisdictional and Isolated Btlands 83
Streams, Rivers, LakeBpnds, and Drainageo@idors 5

Wildlife Habitat

Prime Farmland

Forestsand Significant Trees
Greenways and Trails

Historic and Archeological sites
Active, Passive, and othepen spaces
Surface and Groundwater

These elements are tangible assets to the Sumter Comrmanditgake Sumter a
unigue place to live. [e interconnectednes$ our green infrastructure and theilt
environmentdds value to the character of the commun@ypen space gives us places to
play. Outdoor sports sucls &unting and fishing encouratgavel and tourism. Stream
corridors potect water quality. Wetland®dhe samas theyharbor individual
ecosystems This plan offers strategiesed to guide environmental land use policy
Conservation, Preservation, and Restoration. Moreover, the built envirégnment
developmerd shall be guided by the principles @bnservation Design land
development which preserves the Green Infrastructure elements while providing for the
full developmenof the site.

Watershed Approach

Traditionally, natural resource management issues, such as stormwater and tree
protection, have been limited to site level approaddesever, he impact of any given
development affects our community on a larger scake "watershed approactd
planning stormwater managemembnpoint source pollution abatement and other
environmental issues can be more economical than working in a "pietdasbamn. A
watershed approach takes into consideration all the problems and solutions in a
watershed, all land use categories and soil types, landowners' objectives, and the
downstream user needs.
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Surface Water (Streams, Lakes, Rivers =etcé
A watershed is all of any geographical area that drains through a common point. o
There are four major watershedsSumter CountyEach of these watersheds can be g
subdivided into smaller "sub" watershe@simter County has abundant surface waters, >
wetland and associated flood plains such as: the Wateree River, Black River, Lynches 7
River, Pocotaligo River ( Pocalla Swamp), Scape Ore Swamp, Rocky Bluff Swamp, and g
Santee River. There are numerous perennial and intermittent streams, e.g. Pudding =
Swamp, Cane&annah Creek, Nasty Branch, Sammy Swamp, Beech Creek, etc. All of S
these have associated flood plains and wetlands. )
@)
Sumterds river and stream corridors are th

elements.These natural ecosystesigoport watequality, animal habitat, forest stands,
riparian buffersandbiological diversity. River and Stream Corridors provide immense
public benefit filtering stormwater ruoff, staging flood waters, recharging groundwater,
preserving habitat. These areas mewexceptional economic development, recreational,
visual, scenic, and educational opportunities.

Wetlands

Wetlands vegetated areas where plants are rooted in water or-s&teated soiserve
many functions including but not limited to environrtollutant removal, flood
attenuation, groundwater recharge and discharge, stream bank protection, wildlife
habitats, open space preservation, recreation and aestfié¢tey have the potential to
collect, store and filter stormwatend tolerate floodingpr extensive periods of time

Wetlands under federal jurisdiction are subject to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
regulations and are not expressly regulated by local governiNentjurisdictional and
isolated wetlands, such as Carolina Bays, may be peotéacally.

Prime Agricultural Lands

Sumter County has a surface area of approximately 436,800 42,869 acres are
permanently covered with water, including: rivers, lakes, ponds, and streams.
Approximately 110,000 acres of land in Sumter Coungycansidered "Prime

Farmland". Prime farmland is land that has the best combination of physical and
chemical characteristics for producing food, feed, forage, fiber, and oilseed crops, and is
also available for these uses. This land can be croplanthridypastureland, or

forestland, but not urban or "built up” land. In general, prime farmland has an adequate
and dependable water supply from rainfall or irrigation, favorable temperatures and
growing season, acceptable acidity and/or alkalinity andofemo rocksFarmland is
permeable to water and air andhi®t excessively erodible or saturated with water for
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