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HISTORIC & CULTURAL RESOURCES

The Sumter community has a storied past filled with prominent historical figures and
events that have helped to shape the community we are todaympbigant to
understand who we are and where we come from in order to detevimneur
community values This understanding can hejpidefuture growth and development
that preserveand promotgethe places, things and events that are uniquely Sumter.

The purpose of the Cultural and Historic Resources Element is to identify those
buildings, places and events that are community priorities and to develop goals,
objectives and policies that will allow community decision makers to promote and protect
those resources while working towards positive community redevelopment and new
development.

I n order to protect and preserve, the com
organi zations such as the Sumter County
Historic Preservation Design Review Committee, and the Sumter County Cultural
Commissiorall work with local decision makers to take measures that protect and
promote Sumterds resources.

Historic aEdCBCuIturaI Resources Element

A comprehensive evaluation and understanding of the historic bus|diegghborhoods,
districts, archeological sites, public places and cultural events that the Sumter community
values is vitally important when evaluating lamse and development decissdhat

impact the future of Sumter. To understand where we are@smunity today, we

must first acknowledge where Sumter started and how that has shaped our physical
identity.

HISTORIC RESOURCES

Sumter County History

Sumter County has a rich historical and cultural heritage that is linked to major events in
South Canlina and the United States history. In addition to its Revolutionary War link to
General Thomas Sumter, Sumter County has the unique distinction of being the location
of the last significant fighting in the Civil War in South Carolina. Sumter County has
both historical and architectural qualities which are unique, and a cultural legacy that
should be preserved and protected for future generations.

What i s today known as the City of Sumter
backcountry settlemesthat came into being during the laté" Tentury. Sumter grew

in size and importance as a commercial center in the ed?lgastury, serving as a trade

and transport center for the surrounding farms and plantations. It also played an
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important rolen the development of the railroad system in South Carolina. The
Wilmington & Manchester Railroad passed dilgthrough the town, linking the area

with Columbia to the west and the port of Wilmington, NC to the northeast. As the town
prospered and delmped, many fine residential structures and commercial buildings were

ement

erected that still stand today. These st
w
While the City of Sumter is the County Seat, other municipalities and areas including @
Statebug, Mayesville, and Pinewood are home to several locally significant historic O
properties and structures. Due,otro Sumt er>

community is home to three National Register of Historic Places Historic Dastridt
several individual properties listed on the National Register.

National Register of Historic Places

The state of South Carolina has over 1,300 listings in the National Register of Historic
Places. The listings include buildings, sites and 160fsdistricts. The National

Register of Historic Places is a list of properties significant in our réatjpast. The list

is maintained by the National Park Service in Washington, D.C. Properties are added to
the list by nominations submitted by céizs nationwide through State Historic
Preservation Offices.

Historic and Cultural Reso

National Historic Landmarks are r P |
nationallysignificant historic places i ——
designated by the Secretary of the
Interior because they possess exceptional
value or quality in illustrating or
interpreting the heritage of the United
States. Currently there are fewer than
2,500 historic places that bearshi
designation.

e
Millford Plantation

The Sumter community is home to over 27 buildings and sites listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, three National Register Historic Digiritateburg,
Mayesville, and Downtown Sumteand three National Historic Landmark propeidies
Borough House in Stateburg; Church of the Holy Cross in Stateburg; and Millford
Plantation located in the vicinity of Pinewood. The City of Sumter also has one locally
designated residential historic distrknown as Hampton Park.
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Historic Preservation Organizational Resources

Sumter County Government sponsors two entities committed to historic preseéyvation 3
the Sumter County Historical Commission and the Sumter County Museum. In addition %
to theseéwo entities, the City of Sumter utilizes the Historic Preservation Design Review [T}
Committee, a standing Board responsible for reviewing and approving exterior designs %)
for new construction and exterior changesg

design#ed historic districts.

The Sumter County Historical Commi ssi ono
transmission of thkistory of Sumter County and to identify and protect its historic
resources. The Commission is actively involved in severalitesivelated to historic
education and tourism as well as supporting efforts to clear and preserve old cemeteries
in the county. In addition, the Commission is the coordinating agency for the state
historical markers program. The Commission is resp&n8ib erecting and maintaining

the markers. The Historical Commission also has designated a standing Historic
Preservation Committee. The Preservation Committee is responsible for establishing
links with the State Historic Preservation Office, develgpeview requirements making
historic preservation/cultural impact studies part of the development process, and
developing a historic preservation plan for Sumter County.

Historic and Culturaf Resou

The Sumter County Museum was organized by the Sumter County Historical Society in
1972. Its mission is to promote the history of Old Sumter District through the
preservation and exhibition of objects, manuscripts, and documents, which relate the
story of this area of South Carolina. The museum complex consists of 14 buildings,
including he WilliamsBrice House, the Old Carnegie Public Library, and the Carolina
Backcountry Homestead. The Sumter Genealogical and Historical Research Center is
located in the Carnegie Public Library building.

EXISTING CONDITIONS ASSESSMENT
City of Sumter Historic Districts: Hampton Park , the Downtown, and Beyond

Established by Sumter City Council in January 1979, the Hampton Park Historic District

is Sumterds only local, primarily residenti

District is appoximately 120 acres in size and encompasses more than six city blocks. It
contains 268 individual parcels and is defined geographically by Church St. to the east,
Hampton Ave. to the south, McQueen St. to the west and Calhoun St. to the north.

TheCityd Sumter s Downtown Centr al Business
Register of Historic Places as an historic district in 1975. The Downtown Historic
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